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BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE 

Motion 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys � Leader of the House) [11.50 am]: I move � 

That bills notices of motion 1, 2 and 3 be postponed to a later stage of today�s sitting. 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham) [11.51 am]: These pieces of legislation will be postponed until 2.00 pm, 
which is the time that question time is normally held. As is traditional, the opposition agrees with that 
postponement. That is not a problem as far as we are concerned. The tradition is for both appropriation bills to be 
dealt with cognately, so that one debate takes place on both bills. However, it is the view of the opposition, 
which I now convey to the Leader of the House, that the Loan Bill 2009 should be dealt with separately from the 
appropriation bills. A separate debate will be held on the Loan Bill, rather than a single debate relating to all 
three pieces of legislation. The opposition has considered this matter. Naturally, the Loan Bill refers to the state 
government�s requirements for borrowing. It is apparent that the state government intends to massively increase 
the debt burden for Western Australians. The opposition would like a stand-alone debate on the Loan Bill so that 
matters around the drive to debt by the state government can be properly and fully debated in this house. We are 
agreeable to a cognate debate on both the appropriations bills, but the Loan Bill will stand alone, and be subject 
to a full and free debate. We understand that the bill must be passed by 30 June, which is the normal process. 
Ordinarily, the Loan Bill stands alone, if members will excuse the pun, and it will stand alone again this year. 
Parliament will debate the Loan Bill so that we can tease out the drive to debt that the government is embarking 
on.  

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys � Leader of the House) [11.53 am] � in reply: I thank the manager of 
opposition business for giving me advance notice that he will oppose the debate on all three bills being run 
cognately. I told him that that is what the government wanted to do, and I offered him the opportunity for an 
open debate later in the year so that members of Parliament would not be in any way disadvantaged. For the 
moment, the motion I have moved is to postpone the three notices of motion in relation to the bills to a later 
stage of today�s sitting. I presume the manager of opposition business is not opposed to that; I would be very 
surprised if he was. In the normal course of events, the Treasurer will deliver the budget speech at two o�clock, 
and then next Tuesday the bills will be declared urgent, as always happens. I suggest that if the opposition 
disagrees with the three bills being debated cognately, that is the time to voice that opposition. That will be the 
opportunity. I appreciate the opposition flagging in advance its opposition to our request to deal with the three 
bills cognately. We will have to deal with that situation next Tuesday, but the motion before the house at the 
moment is to postpone these three notices of motion until a later stage of this day�s sitting. That is to allow the 
Treasurer to deliver his budget speech at 2.00 pm. 
Question put and passed. 
 


